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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, IS, IO, US 

SUBJECT: ASAD-DE B ORCHGRA VE INTERVIEW - SEPTEMBER 13-14 

1. THIS MESSAGE FORWARDS SYRIAN APPROVED TEXT OF INTERVIEW 

GIVEN BY PRESIDENT ASAD TO NEWSWEEK SENIOR EDITOR DE BORCHGRAVE 
SEPTEMBER 13-14. (INTERVIEW LASTED THREE HOURS BEGINNING 
JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHT SEPTEMBER 13.) LATE HOUR OF INTER- 
VIEW MEANT TEXT WILL NOT APPEAR IN EAST COAST EDITION OF 
NEWSWEEK THIS WEEK AND ONLY IN ABBREVIATED VERSION IN 
NEWSWEEK'S INTERNATIONAL EDITION. DE BORCHGRAVE BELIEVES 
THAT WASHINGTON POST MAY CARRY EXCERPTS SEPTEMBER 15 AND 
THAT PARIS HERALD-TRIBUNE WILL CARRY FULL TEXT TODAY. 

2. WORDS AND PHRASES IN PARENTHESES REPRESENT ORIGINAL 
TEXT WHICH ASAD LATER ALTERED MORNING SEPTEMBER 14 AFTER 
REVIEW OF COPY. PRESIDENT S OFF THE RECORD COMMENTS BY 
SEPTEL. 
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BEGIN TEXT OF INTERVIEW: 

BORCHGRAVE - YOU HAVE SAID THE SINAI AGREEMENT IS BAD 
BECAUSE IT HAS SPLIT ARAB RANKS BUT WHY DO YOU THINK IT 

JEOPARDIZES PEACE IN THE AREA? 

ASSAD - BECAUSE THE AGREEMENT IS A STEP BACKWARD FROM 
PEACE AND IT WILL PRECIPITATE THE NEXT CRISIS. IT CLOSES 
DOORS WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE LED TO REAL PEACE. IT IGNORES 
THE NATURE OF THE CONFLICT BY ATTEMPTING TO DIVIDE THE PROBLEM 
INTO SEPARATE COMPARTMENTS. IT IS NOT AN EGYPTIAN -ISRAELI 
OR SYRIAN-ISRAELI CONFLICT BUT AN ARAB-ISRAELI ONE. IGNORING 
FACTS, HOWEVER. WON'T CHANGE THEM. 

EGYPT'S AGREEMENT TO END THE STATE OF BELLIGERENCY AND 
ALLOW ISRAELI GOODS THROUGH THE CANAL SHOULD HAVE BEEN CON 
CEDED ONLY IN RETURN FOR A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES AND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF (BREAKTHROUGH ON) PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS. THE REALITY OF THE SITUATION IS THAT ISRAEL CONTINUES 
TO OCCUPY THE ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING ALMOST 90 PER CENT 
OF SINAI. THE BILLIONS YOU ARE GIVING ISRAEL FOR A FEW MILES 
OF ARAB LAND WILL ONLY ENCOURAGE ISRAELI ARROGANCE AND 
INTRANSIGENCE. THEY ARE MORE DETERMINED THAN EVER TO HANG ON 
TO ARAB LAND, PERHAPS EVEN TO EXTEND THEIR OCCUPATION ON THE 
NORTHERN FRONT (E.G., SOUTHERN LEBANON) TO BLACKMAIL THE U.S. 

OUT OF A FEW MORE BILLION DOLLARS IN RETURN FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM 
SOMETHING THAT DOESN’T BELONG TO THEM. THE U.S. HAS BECOME 
A DIRECT PARTY IN THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT. THIS IS NOT 

IN THE ARAB INTEREST AND CERTAINLY NOT IN THE U.S. INTEREST. 

BORCHGRAVE - AFTER TALKS WITH DR. KISSINGER, HOW DO YOU READ 
U.S. INTENTIONS IN THE COMING MONTHS? 

ASSAD - YOUR ADMINISTRATION WOULD LIKE TO ANESTHETIZE THE 
SITUATION AND CONCENTRATE ON NEXT YEAR'S ELECTIONS. YOU WANT 
TRANQUILITY AND THE STATUS QUO. THEY ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE 
OBJECTIVES. 
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BORCHGRAVE - BUT ISN'T A GENERAL ANESTHETIC POSSIBLE FOR A 
WHILE? 

ASSAD - NO. IMPOSSIBLE. 

BORCHGRAVE - AND HOW DO YOU READ ISRAELI INTENTIONS? 

ASSAD - CONTINUE TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR POSITIONS IN THE 
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OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND TO ESCALATE ON THE NORTHERN FRONT - 
LEBANON AND POSSIBLY OTHER PLACES. OF ONE THING YOU CAN BE 
SURE: THEY WILL CONTINUE TO MISLEAD THE U.S. ABOUT THEIR 
TRUE INTENTIONS. 

BORCHGRAVE - HOW DOES KISSINGER RATE THE CHANCES OF ANOTHER 
ISRAELI PULLBACK ON GOLAN? 

ASSAD - HE DIDN'T. HE GAVE US NO ASSESSMENT AT ALL. THERE 
WAS NO PRECISE TALK, ONLY VAGUE GENERALITIES. 

BORCHGRAVE - DOES HE THINK NEGOTIATIONS ARE POSSIBLE? 

ASSAD - YES, HE DOES, BUT WE DID NOT REACH ANY AGREEMENT 
WITH HIM (IF HE DOES, HE DIDN'T TELL US). 

BORCHGRAVE - EGYPT SAYS NEGOTIATIONS FOR A NEW GOLAN AGREE- 
MENT WILL START WITHIN ONE MONTH AND THAT ALL PARTIES KNOW 
THIS. ISRAEL SAYS THIS IS NOT SO AND THAT THERE IS NO 

COMMITMENT TO DO ANYTHING BEYOND SINAI. WHO'S RIGHT? 

ASSAD - THERE IS NO AGREEMENT WITH ANYBODY TO START ANY 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

BORCHGRAVE - WHAT DO YOU FEEL IS THE MINIMUM BASIS FOR 
ANOTHER GOLAN AGREEMENT? 

ASSAD: - THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE SINAI AGREEMENT HAS 
COMPLICATED THE SITUATION IMMEASURABLY BECAUSE AMERICA'S 
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS NOW APPEAR AS IF THEY ARE DESIGNED TO 
GIVE ISRAEL MORE GAINS RATHER THAN TO ACHIEVE (WORD "FURTHER" 
DELETED) WITHDRAWAL. THESE EFFORTS SEEM AIMED AT GIVING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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(HAVE GIVEN) ISRAEL AFTER THE OCTOBER WAR WHAT IT COULD 


NOT ACHIEVE BEFORE THE WAR - ADVANCED WEAPONRY, DEEPER U.S. 
INVOLVEMENT, THE END OF BELLIGERENCY WITH EGYPT AND SO 
FORTH. (NOTE: PHRASE BEGINNING "THE END OF...." WAS ADDED.) 
THEREFORE, OUR ATTITUDE IS NOW UNDER REVIEW. THE RESULTS 
WILL NOT BE LIKE YOU "REASSESSMENT" OF YOUR MIDEASTERN 
POLICY THAT DIDN'T REACH ANY CONCLUSIONS. OUR REASSESSMENT 
WILL BE CONCLUSIVE. 

BORCHGRAVE - SO, IF ANOTHER PARTIAL STEP ON GOLAN IS NOT 

IN THE CARDS, HOW IN THE CONTEXT OF AN OVERALL AGREEMENT, 
DOES ONE MEET THE SECURITY REQUIREMENTS OF BOTH SYRIA AND 
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ISRAEL? AS A MILITARY EXPERT, WHAT DO YOU THINK WOULD BE A 
MORE EFFECTIVE DEFENSE LINE THAN THE ONE ISRAEL NOW HOLDS 
IN SYRIA? 


ASSAD - POLITICALLY, THE DEFENSE LINE THAT WILL BE MOST 
SECURE AND MOST STABLE AILL BE ONE DECIDED (' DECIDED" 

VICE "WE AGREE ON") AS PART OF A FINAL AND JUST PEACE. WITH 
REAL PEACE, DEFENSIVE LINES ARE NOT NECESSARY. (VICE "WHEN 
TWO COUNTRIES ARE AT PEACE NO LINES ARE NECESSARY.) HOWEVER, 
IF ISRAEL INSISTS ON TOPOGRAPHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, IT HAS, 
BEHIND THE 1967 LINES, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LAKE, STILL 
HIGHER MOUNTAINS AND A GREAT NUMBER OF HILLS WHICH MILITARY 
PEOPLE, INCLUDING SOME ISRAELIS, CONSIDER A MORE SECUR LINE. 
(ASSAD CUT CONCLUDING ORIGINAL PHRASE "FROM WHICH TO DEFEND 
EASTERN GALILEE.") 

BORCHGRAVE - IF THERE IS COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL OF 
GOLAN, WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO CONSIDER A U.S. SUPERVISED 
EARLY-WARNING SYSTEM AS IN SINAI? 
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ASSAD - WE SEE NO JUSTIFICATION FOR SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT. 

IT WOULDN'T BE IN ANYONE'S INTEREST. GIVEN THE TOPOGRAPHY, 
BINOCULARS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT. 

BORCHGRAVE - COULD THE HEIGHTS BE DEMILITARIZED? 

ASSAD - ONLY IF EQUAL AREAS ARE DEMILITARIZED ON BOTH 
SIDES OF THE LINE. 

BORCHGRAVE - AFTER THE ISRAELI PULLBACK IN SINAI IS COMPLETED 
FIVE MONTHS HENCE, DO YOU THEN BELIEVE, FROM A MILITARY 
STANDPOINT, THAT THE EGYPTIAN FRONT WILL BE EFFECTIVELY 
NEUTRALIZED? 

ASSAD - THAT IS WHAT THE AGREEMENT AIMS TO DO - FREEZE THE 
EGYPTIAN FRONT. WHETHER THIS WILL SUCCEED NOW REMAINS TO 
BE SEEN. 

BORCHGRAVE - IF HOSTILITIES RESUMED ON THE NORTHERN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND EASTERN FRONTS (LEBANON, JORDAN AND SYRIA) AFTER 
THIS SINAI PULLBACK, WHAT COULD EGYPT DO? 

ASSAD - I CANNOT ANSWER FOR THE EGYPTIAN LEADERSHIP. 

BORCHGRAVE - BUT HASN'T EGYPT TAKEN ITSELF OUT OF THE 
MILITARY EQUATION? 

ASSAD - IN EGYPT, THEY SAY NO. TIME WILL TELL. 

BORCHGRAVE - CAN SYRIA AND JORDAN FIGHT WITHOUT EGYPT? 

ASSAD - YES, IT'S POSSIBLE (VICE "YES, THEY CAN...") AND 
THAT'S WHY WE ARE ORGANIZING OURSELVES IN A WAY THAT WILL 
MAKE A COMMON DEFENSE CREDIBLE. 

BORCHGRAVE - WHERE ARE THE DANGERS OF RENEWED CONFLICT? 

ASSAD - ON BOTH THE NORTH (SYRIA, LEBANON) AND EASTERN 
(JORDAN) FRONTS. I CANNOT FORECAST HOW HOSTILITIES WILL 
RESUME BECAUSE THAT DEPENDS ON A GREAT NUMBER OF CONSIDERA- 
TIONS. 

BORCHGRAVE - SUCH AS? 

ASSAD - THE LEBANESE SITUATION, FOR EXAMPLE, AND WHETHER 
ISRAEL WILL SEEK TO EXPLOIT IT. AND DON'T OVERLOOK THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT WE OURSELVES MAY CONCLUDE THAT THE TIME 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


IS PROPITIOUS FOR THE RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES TO 
LIBERATE OUR LAND. 

BORCHGRAVE - IS IT TRUE THAT ONE OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
THE SINAI AGREEMENT IS THAT THE PALESTINIAN COMMANDOS ARE 
NOW FREE TO LAUNCH RAIDS INTO ISRAEL FROM SYRIAN TERRITORY? 

ASSAD - IT IS OUR CONVICTION THAT THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO 
CONDUCT THEIR BATTLES FROM ANY PART OF THE ARAB HOMELAND. 

AND THAT INCLUDES SYRIA. 

BORCHGRAVE - WHAT HAPPENS TO THE UNDOF MANDATE ON GOLAN 
WHEN IT EXPIRES AT THE END OF NOVEMBER? WHAT ARE YOUR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CONDITIONS FOR ANOTHER EXTENSION? 

ASSAD - SO FAR WE HAVEN'T EVEN CONSIDERED THE QUESTION. 

BORCHGRAVE - BUT IF YOU ASK UNDOF TO LEAVE, WON'T ISRAEL 
REGARD THE MOVE AS A CASUS BELLI AND LAUNCH A PREEMPTIVE 
STRIEK? 

ASSAD - MAYBE. PERHAPS, WE'LL HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE. 

BORCHGRAVE - DID EGYPT MAKE A COMMITMENT TO SYRIA THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO SECOND-STAGE IN SINAI UNLESS IT WAS 
DIRECTLY LINKED TO ANOTHER WITHDRAWAL ON GOLAN AND SOME 
PROGRESS ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE RPT ISSUE? 

ASSAD - WHEN I MET PRESIDENT SADAT IN RIYADH WE AGREED THAT 
WE WOULD NOT TAKE ANY STEPS WITHOUT CLOSE COORDINATION AMONG 
OURSELVES. COORDINATION MEANS AN EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS AND 
REACHING A JOINT POSITION. ON THIS UNDERSTANDING WE 
FORMED A COORDINATING COMMITTEE. ITS BRIEF WAS TO STUDY EVERY 
MAJOR TOPIC AND SUBMIT ITS CONCLUSIONS TO THE TWO PRESIDENTS. 

WE WERE ALSO TO MEET WHENEVER NECESSARY. HOWEVER, THE 
COMMITTEE DID NOT DISCUSS ANYTHING RELATING TO THE SINAI AGREE- 
MENT. THERE WAS NO EXCHANGE OF OPINION, NO COMMON 
POSITION ON THE AGREEMENT. IN OTHER WORDS, NO COORDINATION. 

BORCHGRAVE - KISSINGER SAID HE DOES NOT ANTICIPATE ANY 
OPPOSITION FROM THE SOVIET UNION ON THE SINAI ACCORD. DOES 
THAT JIBE WITH YOUR INFORMATION? 

ASSAD - RUSSIA DOES NOT APPROVE THE AGREEMENT AND I 

DON'T KNOW ON WHAT KISSINGER BASES HIS ASSUMPTION. I THINK 

IT'S ERRONEOUS. WE SEE EYE TO EYE WITH THE SOVIETS ON OUR 

PROBLEM. U.S. POLICIES, UNFORTUNATELY, ARE NOT ON 

THE SAME WAVE LENGTH. RUSSIA FAVORS COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL AND 
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PALESTINIAN NATIONAL RIGHTS. THE U.S. POSITION IS NOT THE 
SAME (VICE "AMBIGUOUS") ALTHOUGH U.S. INTERESTS IN THE ARAB 
WORLD ARE LARGER. FOR 27 YEARS AMERICA HAS 
ACTED AGAINST ITS OWN INTERESTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IT IS 
VERY SAD TO SEE HOW YOU ARE DISSIPATING WHAT WE THOUGHT 
TO BE, IN THE LIGHT OF REPEATED U.S. ASSURANCES. A GENUINELY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EVEN-HANDED POLICY. (VICE "WHAT WE HAD HOPED WAS GOING TO BE 
A GENUINELY EVEN-HANDED POLICY.”) 

END TEXT OF INTERVIEW 
MURPHY 
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